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Abstract

The contemporary retrieval and revival of the Christian doctrine of God has been characterized by
numerous voices from a wide range of perspectives that have underscored how the Christian
confession about God, as Walter Kasper rightly points out, is not about God’s life locked up in some
ahistorical and abstract realm. Rather, Christian faith confesses a God who is for us and our
salvation. In his groundbreaking reflections on the Trinity, Karl Rahner laments the marginalization
of the Christian doctrine of God from dogmatic theology and from ordinary Christian faith and
experience. This presentation briefly explores the mystery of God from the perspective of Latino/a
theology. Seen from this cultural perspective, the God who Christians confess, is a God-Who-
Crosses unto human life to bridge human and divine life. Indeed, in his multiple border crossings,
Jesus reveals a compassionate God willing to risk and offer life through the encounter and embrace
of human persons and their distinct humanity.

It is not suprising that in contemporary times the same cultures that exile the Christian story of God
from the center of dogmatic theology and from the life of the Church and society, also reject and
marginalize communities of faith that identify with this story. If as I have argued, “Trinitarian
thelogy can be conceived as the story of God’s dangerous migration through Christ and in the Spirit
for the sake of offering life-giving resources,” then those Christian communities that lack various
cultural and material resources offer the preferential loci where we can encounter a vestigia trinitatis.
Indeed, the rich religiosity of Latino/a communities in the United States witnesses how Latinos/as
“sense” their participation in God’s life as they struggle to migrate daily from death unto life, and as
they seek, express, and celebrate through ordinary life-experiences (/o cotidiano) the life-giving
mystery of God.
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