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CAREERS FOR GRAIJUATES IN HISTORY
 
The purpose of this chart is to show the variety of career opportunities available to historians. Areas of 

employment are extensive. Space has limited references to typical organizations historians should consider 
for employment. "Duties" focus on those responsibilities cited in employment advertisements for which 
historians are suited by their ..ducation. Th ..s...re not complete job d..scriptions, and qu.lific.tions for 
education and ..xp..rienc.. vary wid ely. 

Contact your D..partrn..nt of History and th .. sponsors of this chart for further informanon, 

Yes 

START HERE, 
Do you wish to continue your education beyond a B.A.? -------.,No

I' 
Graduate History 
& Related Education 

ACADEMIC HISTORY PROGRAMS
 
OFFER M.A.• D.A., and Ph.D. leve1instruction in. wid ..
 
variety of chronological, topical, and g..ographical fi..lds.
 
Provide students with skills usable in many car ee rs.
 

PUBLIC AND APPLIED HISTORY PROGRAMS 

Do you wish to teach or make a career of education? (Note that a graduate degree may be required.) 

Yes 

Teaching and 
OFFER M.A.. D.A., .nd Ph.D. I..v..l instruction in div..rs... re.s
 
of public history. Provide students with skills and subject
 Education Careers 
m.tter specific.lly d..sign ..d to pr ..pare th ..m for c.r....rs in
 
industry, gov..rnm ..nt .nd nonprofit org.niz.tions. Options
 
includ..:
 
" Archiv"s, M.nuscripts••nd Records
 PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
 

M.n.g..m..nt
 (HISTORY AND SOCIAL STIJDIES)
 
" Business .nd Corpor.t.. History
 INCLUDES public and priv.t....I..m..nt.ry .nd second.ry
 
" Community History
 t... ching; district and stat .. offices for curriculum and t..xt
 
" Cultural R..source M.n.g..m..nt
 pr..paration.
 
" Editing
 
" Gen ...logy .nd F.mily History
 DunES:Class instruction. course prep.ration. org.nizing 

historic projects .nd tours; prepar.tion of c1.ssroom • Historic Preservation 
mat ..rials. including audio-visual and simulations; counseling • Historic Sit.. Arch.eology 
students; .cad..mic supervision and .dministr.tion." Historic.1 Administr.tion 

" History .nd L.w 
" Industri.l.nd Technologic.1 History HIGHER EDUCATION 
" Libr.ry Scienc.. (HISTORY.RELATED PROGRAMS)
" Mus ..um Oper.tions INCLUDES public and priv.t.. institutions from community
" Or.1 History colleges to univ ..rsiti ..s. 
" Policy History 

DUTIES: Course instruction .nd pr..par.tion in academic fi..lds 
of history. public history, or related disciplin ..s .s w..11 .s 

PROGRAMS IN FIELDS ALLIED TO PUBLIC HISTORY int ..rdisciplin.ry historical writings; consultation on projects 
OFfER stud..nts • r.ng.. of speci.lti..s including: in ar ... s of ..xpertis..; ac.demic supervision and 
" Archiv.1 Man.g..m..nt administration. 
" Ar... Studi ..s 
• Historic Preservation 
" Historic.1 Arch.eology EDUCATION AGENCIES AND FOUNDATIONS 
" Historic.1 Editing INCLUDES local school district offic..s. stat.. and fed ..r.l 
" History: architectur.1 history••rt history. diplom.tic departm..nts of educ.tion. priv.t.. phil.nthropic .nd r..s..arch 

history, economic history. f.mily history. foundations .nd institutes in educ.tion.
 
public works-..nvironm..ntal history, urb.n history,
 

DunES:Analyz .. long-rang.. tr ..nds in various l..v..ls of .nd oth ..r r..l.t..d historic. I studi ..s. 
education; mak.. budg ..t and cost estimates; r..s..arch n..w 

" Information .nd Library Scienc ..s 
directions in t..aching and t..xt m.t..rials; promot.. public 

" Mus ..um Studi ..s 
int ..r..st in educ.tion.

• Policy Studi ..s 
" Public Administr.tion 
" Publishing ADULT EDUCATION 

AND CORPORATE TRAINING PROGRAMS 
INCLUDES full .nd part-tim.. instruction in high ..r education 

PROFESSIONAL DEGREES institutions. adult .nd continuing educ.tion progr.ms, .nd 
OFfER students career training in various professions. special classes off ..red by busin..ss firms. churches••nd oth..r 
Undergradu.t.. d..gr ..es in history .r.. good b.ckground .nd organizations.
frames of referenc.. for .dv.nc..d work in th ..se fi..lds. 
Options includ ..: DunES:Cl.ss instruction and course preparation r.nging 
.. Business from basic historical .nd civic topics to prof ..ssion.1 conc ..rns 
.. Communications (Journalism) involving histori.ns' techniques .nd und ..rst.ndings. 
.. Economics 
.. law 
• Public Administr.tion 
• Policy Studi ..s 

Whatever your goals, 
master historical scholarship 
and clear, cogent English. 

Yes 

+
You have completed youreducation.
 

Do you wJh to teach or make a career ofeducation? ~__ No
 

Yes 

+ 
No, 

Do you wish to pursue a career in a: 

Private Sector Corporation? 

Public Agency? 

Private Individual or Small Firm? 

Private Nonprofit Organization? 

Private Nonprofit 
Organizations 

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS AND SOCIETIES 
INCLUDES organizations (usually commissions) .t .U I..v..ls of stat .. 
and local gov ..rnm ..nt which house .nd administ..r historical 
programs for th .. public; priv.t.. groups (usually soci..ties) in local 
communities .nd stat..s which org.niz.. historical activities and 
r..sourc ..s; scholarly .nd professional associations serving 
historians, oth..r prof ..ssion.ls. and stud..nts. 

DlTTIES: M.nag.. historic.1 resources .nd personn..l; provid..
 
services to th .. public and to scholars; promot.. int ..rest in
 
history; edit organization.1 publications; r..vi..w historical
 
public.tions; provide. forum for historic.l m....tings and
 
activities.
 

HISTORICAL PROJECTS
 
INCLUDES projects sponsored by univ ..rsities, historical societies,
 
foundations, gov ..rnm ..nt ag..nci..s. or oth ..r institutions. Th .....
 
projects possess. d..gree of .utonomy or individu.1 purpos..,
 
usu.lly h.ving staffs of th ..ir own.
 

DunES:M.y involv.. th .. wnole r.ng.. of historic.1 activiti ..s....g.,
 
editing, pres ..rv.tion, res ...rch, writing, media pr ..sent.tions.
 
Additional duti ..s include manag..m..nt. budg ..ting. grants
 
administration.
 

MUSEUMS
 
INCLUDES museums of history; historical ..xhibit projects which
 
collect. pr ..s..rv .., and displ.y photographs, artifacts, .nd
 
docum..nts.
 

DlTTIES: Administr.tion .nd m.nag..m..nt; an.lysis. pr ..... rv.tion,
 
displ.y .nd int ..rpret.tion of historic mat ..rial; prepar.tion of
 
int ..rpr ..tiv.. histori..s; promotion of the use .nd support of
 
museums by th .. public; r......rch and production of historical
 
m.t..ri.l. including public.tions...xhibits, films, and .udio-visu.1
 
products; pr ..sent.tion of lectures on history.
 

RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS
 
INCLUDES organizations speci.lizing in res ..arch requiring th ..
 
study of subjects over tim ..; privat.. "think t.nks"; univ..rsity

based institutions; public research agencies.
 

DUTIES: Historic.1 .n.lysis; study of developm..nt of policy issues; 
pr ..p.r.tion of an.lytical reports for contract assignm..nt; 
comput..r-based .n.lysis of data; coordination of 
int ..rdisciplinary studies requiring an historical perspectiv... 

SERVICE INSllTUllONS 
INCLUDES ag..ncies, found.tions. and oth..r philanthropic 
org.nizations which provid .. educational, social .nd cultural 
s..rvices to the public. 

DUTIES: Historically based policy analysis of social s..rvic.. issues; 
formulation of programs which use history .s th.. basis of 
serving the public; .n.lysis of social need and progr.m propo$als. 

......-----------------.
 

Private Individual 
or Small Firms 

CONSULTING: CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
'a.UOES individu.1 or group contr.cts with d..velopers, public 

af.;encies, business firms; counseling services on preservation 
,d cultur.1 r ..source m.n.gement policy. 

DlonES: R......rch and pr ..par.. cultural resource stat..m..nts for 
,vironm ..nt.1 impact reports; id..ntify .nd evalu.t.. historic 

structures and oth..r cultur.1 resources; nomin.t.. structures for 
IE,:alprotection; pres..rvation education programs. 

CONSULTING: RESEARCH/WRITING 
INCLUDES contract .ssignm..nt with c1i..nts r..presenting .11fi..lds 
of busines•• v.rious lev..ls of government and nonprofit 

IIcerns; contr.ct counseling .nd s..rvices in v.rious fi../ds of 
public history. 

[ll; nES:Pr..par.tion of histori..s; .rchival .nd records 
··nagem..nt servic ...; public and privat.. records search .nd 
earch; leg.1 and policy rese.rch s..rvic..s; oral history 

in!~rviewing and transcribing; historical editing and indexing. 

GfNEALOGICAL SERVICES 
IN<l.UOES res ..arch and writing of f.mily g..n...logi..s, contr.ct 

!,ignm..nts in tracing family lin..s .nd producing family 
histories. 

DO':1ES: G..n..alogy and family history; community history; 
......arch, writing. editing, publishing; m.rketing and sal..s of 
g..n..a1ogicalservices. 

PRSERVATION/RESTORATION 
INCLUDES firms offering historic pr ..... rvation/restoration 
services; reh.bilit.tion of historically .ccurat.. buildings and 
.rt'facts; inform.tion s..rvices on th .. fi..ld. 

waEs: Architectural••rt, and urban history r..... arch; .pplication 
of histOricalcons ..rvation .nd r..lated .rtistic, technic.1, .nd 

,u.1 skills; r ..se.rch on preservation I.ws .nd t.x ben ..fits . 

HJ:iTORY AS AN AVOCATION 
I/>lCLUDES reading. res ...rching. writing••nd int ..rpreting history 
of ;,11 kinds for pl..asure; historical r....nactm..nt. museum and 
his:orical soci..ty volunt....r work; servic .. on boards of history

kted associ.tions; te.ching .nd advising stud..nts of history on 
,.,Iunt.ry b.sis. 

SKI·..LS AND ABILITIES to d..v..lop .ppreci.tion and compet..nce: 
Ab,lity to think historically; res ..arch, writing. and v..rb.1 
col!lmunication skills; d....p and abiding .ppreci.tion of th .. fi..ld 
of Iustory. 

NNf tlUlt adivitit5 nub. "5 marhling AnJ publicrtlafionsmay be
 
prrformtd by indtptndtnl firm, or bydtpartm",ts within a givtn
 

M>ralion. 

Public Agencies 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
INCLUDES cabinet-l..ve1departm..nrs of federal government such 
as Departm..nt of Stat.. and Departm..nt of th .. Int ..rior 
(especially National P.rk Service); independ..nt ..xecutive units 
within th e federal gov ernment (e.g. National Endowment for 
th .. Humanities, Centrallnt..Uigenc.. Ag..ncy, Smithsornan 
Institution); state, regional and local executive d..partm..nts, 
agencies, commissions. 

DlTTIES: Writing institutional and policy history; preparation of 
current issues studies; an.lysis of policy performance, of long
rang.. trends; pres ..rvation and organization of institutional 
records; editing of publiC records and documents; archival and 
records manag..ment; managem..nt and int ..rpr ..tation of historic 
sites and parks. 

LEGISLATIVE BODIES 
INCLUDES Congr..ss of th .. United States, state I..gislatures; staffs 
of s.m..; legisl.tiv.. ref ..r..nce and analysis services. historic.1 
offic ..s of th .. U.S. Hous.. of R..pr ..s..ntativ..s. S..nat ... and som.. 
st.t.. legislatur..s. 

DUTIES: Provid.. r..search assist.nce to legislators .nd g..n..r.1 
public ...speci.lly histori..s of legislation on policy are'S or 
analysis of policy ..ffectiv ..n ..ss; man.g..ment of institution.1 
records and I..gislators' papers; publication of bibliogr.phic 
materi.l; staff and committ.... inv ..stig.tions; servic .. on study 
commissions. 

JUDIOAL BRANCH AND REGUlATORY AGENCIES 
INCLUDES U.S. Supr..m.. Court Cur.tor·s Offic.., historical offices 
.nd projects in oth ..r I..v..ls of fed..ral, st.t.., and local judiciary; 
cI..rks .nd st.ffs of courts; ind ..pend ..nt qu.si-judicial public 
regul.tory ag..ncies at stat.. and fed ..r.ll..v..1(...g.• Int ..rstat.. 
Commerce Commission, state insurance commissions), 

DlTTIES: Records coUection and preservation; r..search .nd writing 
of institutional histori..s .nalyzing regul.tory .nd judici.1 
polici..s; staff work. 

HERITAGE/CULTURAL AGENCIES 
INCLUDES institutions responsible for public programs 
.dminist..ring h..ritag../cultur.l r..sources. 

DlTTIES: Supervision .nd .dministr.tion of historic docum..nts. 
.rtif.cts. structur..s, .nd parks; ..xhibit display; r..se.rch and 
publication. 

INTERNATIONAL/MULTINATIONAL AGENCIES 
INCLUDES a v.ri..ty of institutions in which th .. United Stat..s 
participat..s, with politic.1, soci.1, economic. or cultur.1 goals. 

DlTTIES: Application of economic, social, political, and fin.nci.1 
history to cont..mporary problems; for ..ign languag..s; r..... arch 
.nd writing in th ...re.s of policy-rel.ted history, d..mographic 
history, records m.n.g..ment; inform.tion m.nag..m..nt. 

MILITARY SERVICES 
INCLUDES Army ( g. U.S. Army C..nt ..r of Military History. 
Corps of Engin rs). Navy, Air Force. M.rin.. Corps. Coast 
Guard, and N.tion.1 Guard. 

DlTTIES: Preparation of institutional histories .nd policy r..lated 
studies; direction of historic.1 editing projects; m.n.g..ment of 
.rchival .nd records cent..rs; direction of museums .nd 
collections of artifacts; lecturing on unit history. 

PLANMNG AGENCIES 
INCLUDES state and local ag ..nci..s involved in urban planning, 
..nvironm..ntal and r..sourc" control and man.g..ment. land-use 
manag..m..nt. 

DlTTIES: Analysis of urban d..v..lopm ..nt and land use .s w..11 .s 
polici"s related to th .. s.m..; prepar.tion of studi ..s d..aling with 
pres..rv.tion of historical r"sources; land use. natur.l resourc"s. 
and ..nvironm..ntal quality; supervision of public compliance 
with such legislation. 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES AND LIBRARIES 
INCLUDES National Archiv..s .nd Records Servic .. offic ..s and 
cent..rs; stat.. libr.ries and archives; municip.1 .rchiv..s .nd 
records cent..rs; historic.1 rooms of public Iibr.ri..s. 

DUTIES: Pr ..... rv.tion••rrang..ment and servic .. of .rchival .nd 
public docum..nts and m.nuscript collections; planning and 
selection of archival acquisitions; ov..r.1I records man.g..m..nt 
and archival policy; promotion of scholarly r..... arch in archival 
records; ..xhibiting records. 

Private Sector Corporations 

BANKING
 
INCLUDES credit cr ..ating institutions which lend, borrow. issue. or s.feguard mon ..y.
 
Comm..rcial banks, savings institutions. d..velopment and reserv.. banks are examples.
 

DunES: Produc.. historic.I fin.ncial, economic••nd political risk .n.lys..s: manag.. current
 
and archival records; r ..s..arch operating and policy issues; write and t..ach staff
 
corporat.. history; mount historic.I displays.
 

COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA
 
INCLUDES n..twork and cable television companies, TV stations, motion picture firms, and
 
record and tape industries.
 

DUTIES: R..s...rch and write historical documentari..s and narratives; analyze public
 
tr ..nds ov..r tim ..; provid.. information and archival s..rvices.
 

INSURANCE
 
INCLUDES firms ..ngag..d in und e rwriting risks and loss es, ranging from life. health••nd
 
casualty insurance compani..s, to cone ..rns off ering cr ..dit, fire, titl ...nd product liability
 
insurance.
 

DLrrIES: Search and evaluat.. historical r..cords r..lating to insuranc.. case histori..s;
 
prepare studi..s of policy matt..rs based on historic.I r ..s..arch; provid.. legislative
 
analysis: manag...rchives and r ..cords c..nt ers.
 

INVESTMENT SERVICES
 
INCLUDES comp.ni..s specializing in issuing, purchasing••nd s..lIing of corporate ..quity.
 
Ex.mpl..s .re brok..rag...nd v..nture c.pit.1 firms; inv ..stm..nt banking hous ..s.
 

DUTIES: R..s...rch in company fin.nci.1 .nd manag..ment history; information .nd r..cords
 
m.nag..m..nt; anaylsis of curr..nt mark..t .nd ..conomic tr ..nds; .nalysis of opportuniti..s
 
for busin..ss.
 

JOURNALISM 
INCLUDES n..wspapers .s w..11 as n ..ws. tr.d.., prof..ssion.1 journals; historic.l and popular 
periodic.ls and magazin..s. 

DUTIES: S..arch cont..mporary and historical r..cords; int ..rview using oral history 
t..chniqu..s; write for th .. g..n..ral public und ..r tim .. constr.ints. pl.cing curr..nt ..v..nts in 
historic.1 perspectiv..; ..diting. 

LAW
 
INCLUDES law or legal s..rvic .. firms.
 

DUTIES: R..s..arch in public and privat.. archiv..s and r..cords sourc..s; development of
 
support mat..ri.1 from historical ..videnc..; or.1 history for d..positions: writing bri ..fs.
 

MANUFACTURING
 
INCLUDES industri..s ..ng.ged in th .. m.nuf.cture of consum..r .nd c.pital goods.
 

DUTIES: An.lysis of mark..ts. financi.1, ..conomic and political risk ov..r tim ..; corporat..
 
history; d..sign of d..cision support syst..ms; m.nag..m..nt of .rchiv.1 .nd record-ke..ping
 
s..rvic ..s; st.ff tr.ining in corpor.t.. history .nd for ..ign cultures; or.l history for
 
organiz.tion.1 diagnosis; d..v..lopm..nt of ..xhibits of .rchiv.l m.t..rial .nd memor.bili•.
 

MARKETING AND ADVERTISING
 
INCLUDES firms which, using mark..ting and .dv..rtising t..chniqu..s, promot.. the flow of
 
goods from th .. produc..r.
 

DLrrIES: R..s..arch mark..t perform.nc..; d..t..rmin.. trends on which to base futur..
 
..stim.t..s; .nalyz.. historical m.rk..ting .nd .dvertising str.tegi..s; writ.. historic.l
 
an.lysis of markets and pricing ..ffect.
 

MINERAL EXTRACTION INDUSTRIES 
INCLUDES firms ..ngag..d in ..xploration for drilling. stor.ge, and distribution of 
petrol..um-b.sed .nd natural gas products as well .s oth..r min..rals. 

DLrrIES: Analysis of politic.I risk and of key politic.1 figures with r ..f..renc .. to economic 
implic.tions for busin..ss; g..ographical .nd land us .. history; r ..s..arch in min ..r.1 claim§; 
r..s..arch .nd writing for corporat.. communications and publiC affairs; .rchival 
management; information retrievaJ services. 

PUBLISHING 
INCLUDES firms speci.lizing in publishing historic.1 works writt..n for th .. g..neral 
publiC, stud..nts and schol.rs; g..n ..ral publishing firms with history or hum.niti..s 
services. 
DUTIES: Copy ..diting; manuscript ..valuation; r..s...rch on m.rket dem.nds, ..speci.lly for 
works de.ling with history .nd its us ..s; dir ..ct comput..r b.sed on-linE inform.tion 
research services. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
INCLUDES firms active in promoting public r ..l.tions .nd public affairs for clients in .11 
economic sectors. 

DLrrIES: Analysis of public tr ..nds; pr ..s..ntations of c1i..nts' .ctiviti..s b.sed on historic.1 
int ..rpr ..tation; archival and inform.tion m.n.g..m..nt; writing historic.I materi.l for 
organiz.tional promotion. 

UTILITIES 
INCLUDES ..Iectric comp.ni..s; natur.l. Iiquifi ..d. and synth..tic g.s compani..s; water .nd 
s..werage firms; communications companies such .s tel ..phon...nd d.ta tr.nsmission. 

DLrrIES: Historic.1 analysis of r.t.. structur..s; archiv.1 s..rvic ..s; direct record r..t..ntions 
.nd microfilming programs; provid.. information servic..s; r ..se.rch policy and 
m.nag..m..nt studi..s; r ..vi..w loc.1 issu ..s .nd probl..ms. 

OTHER INDUSTRIES 
NUMEROUS opportuniti..s ..xist for histori.ns in oth..r industri..s wh ..re history or 
histori.ns' skills .r.. r ..quir..d. Individuals .r....ncour.g..d to apply r ..s...rch techniqu..s 
such .s thos.. I..arn..d in c1.ss to s....k out th ..s.. positions. Th ..y should th ..n pre ... nt th ..ir 
historical skill and th ..ir knowl..dg .. in t..rms .pplic.bl.. to th .. industry in qu ..stioth ,An 
..ntr..pren..urial spirit is requir..d. 

Do you want to return for more education? ..."41---------------~ 
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